
 

Dr. Nanette Marcum-Dietrich earned her 
Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction with a 

concentration in science education from the 
University of Delaware in 2005. Dr. 

Marcum-Dietrich is a professor of Science 
Education and co-Director of the Watershed 

Education Training Institute (WETi) at 
Millersville University, where she teaches 
undergraduate and graduate STEM 

education courses. She has been a professor 
at MU for 16 years and has 9 years of high 

school science teaching experience in 
Pennsylvania. In 2019, her NSF funded 
project, ISTEM for Teachers of Young 

Children, was the recipient of the Gerhard 
Salinger Award for work that exemplified, 

promoted, investigated, and/or enhanced 
teaching and learning in STEM through the 

effective application of the 
technological/engineering design activity 
and in 2018, Dr. Dietrich received MU’s 

Distinguished Civic Leadership Award 
which publicly recognizes notable leaders, 

and civic/community contributions on the 
part of individuals and entities that have 

had a positive impact locally, regionally, 
nationally or internationally for her work 
leading the Watershed Education Training 

Institute (WETi). As the PI on numerous 
large-scale projects, funded by the National 

Science Foundation, that designed, 
researched, and field-tested watershed 

curriculum for grade 5-12 in states projects 
across the country, Dr. Dietrich has the 

expertise and experience needed to lead the 
Shared Waters project, especially during this 
time of COVID-19. In the spring of 2020, as 

PI for the WATERS NSF funded grant, Dr. 
Dietrich researched the project’s response to 

transitioning the MWEE aligned middle 
school watershed curriculum online to 
support remote learning. This work resulted 

in two publications that are both timely and 
important to the field.  
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Dr. Abdulsalami Ibrahim is an assistant 

professor of educational foundations 
(Instructional Technology) at Millersville 
University. He earned a Doctor of Education 

degree in Curriculum and Instruction from 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania, an 

M.Ed. in Educational Foundations 
(Sociology of Education), and a BSc. Science 

Education (Biology Education) 
from Usmanu Danfodiyo University Sokoto, 
Nigeria. Dr. Ibrahim’s diverse teaching 

assignments throughout his decade-long 
career have given him the ability to work 

closely with a diverse group of students, 
families, and administrators. He was a 

secondary school science teacher and a 
teacher educator in Nigeria. He served as a 
teaching associate for two years in the 

department of professional studies in 
education at Indiana University of 

Pennsylvania. Currently, he teaches courses 
instructional technology and educational 

foundations courses at both undergraduate 
and graduate levels. His background in 
teacher education stirred his research 

interest in science education, technology 
integration, multicultural instructional 

methods, culturally relevant and sustainable 
strategies, and mixed method research.  
 

 
Dr. Bill McConnell earned his Ph.D. in 

Curriculum and Instruction with a 
concentration in science education in 2015. 

Currently he is the Director of Teacher 
Education, Chair of the Education 

Department, and Associate Professor of 
Education at Virginia Wesleyan University. 
While earning his Ph.D., he served as a 

research assistant on several NOAA, NSF, 
and foundation funded grant projects 

related to environmental science research 
and environmental education. Over the past 

six years at Virginia Wesleyan University, 
he has successfully implemented several 
grant-funded projects related to 

environmental education as well. Dr. 
McConnell served as the PI on a Dominion 

Foundation funded 
project entitled, Environmental Explorers. 
This successful project enacted a summer 

partnership with YMCA’s Camp Red 
Feather which provided authentic 



environmental science experiences for 
young participants. This program continues 

today and has provided hundreds of 
elementary aged campers exciting 

educational experiences. Campers continue 
to experience content knowledge gains, and 

increased awareness of environmentally 
sustainable behaviors. Dr. McConnell was 
also PI on the Virginia Wesleyan 

Environmental Institute: Summer Scholars, 
which recently won the 2020 Inspiring 

Programs in STEM Award from Insight into 
Diversity Magazine. This foundation funded 
project was a weeklong, residential camp 

for rising ninth grade girls with an initial 
interest in environmental science. The free 

camp provided an academically intensive 
and engaging experience for girls whose 

families would not otherwise be able to 
afford such an experience. Program 
evaluations revealed several benefits for 

participants including but not limited to an 
expanded awareness of environmental 

science related jobs, increases in science-
related academic confidence, and an 

increased awareness of gender-related 
barriers common in science careers and 
ways to mitigate those barriers. This year 

the Virginia Association of Science Teachers 
selected Dr. McConnell as the 2020 recipient 

of the RISE Community Partnership Award. 
The few select examples are, but a small 

sample of what Dr. McConnell has 
accomplished when it comes to 
environmental education projects in the past 

six years. His past experiences developing, 
planning, and evaluating 

innovative environmentally 
related programs are evidence that he has 
the technical experience and qualifications 

to lead a project of this magnitude.  
 
 

 
 
Ann Cancilla Gaudino, Ed.D., is an Associate 
Professor of Educational Leadership and 
Education at Millersville University where she 
also serves as Coordinator of the Doctoral 
Program in Educational Leadership.  Dr. 
Gaudino holds a Doctorate in Education 
Administration and Policy Studies from The 
University of Pittsburgh, a Specialist in 
Education Administration from Wayne State 
University in Detroit, and a Masters and 
Bachelor's in Music from The University of 
Michigan.  Now in her 31st year in the field of 
education, Dr. Gaudino has served as a 
teacher, principal, human resource director 
and assistant superintendent in private, 
public and parochial schools.  She is the 
founder and editor of The Excellence in 
Education Journal, ISSN 2474-4166 indexed 
by ERIC, 
website:  www.excellenceineducationjournal.
org which promotes scholarly writing about 
practices in the education of children and 
adults worldwide in a free, open-access, 
online journal format. 
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